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January 18, 2023 

Please be advised N’kwala will not be accepting new High School students for Se-

mesters two and three this year (January to February 2023). 

The High School, especially Grades 10-12, has had difficulty attracting and retain-

ing teachers making affecting the students’ continuity of learning.  With two teach-

ers leaving the school in the same year, it has been a struggle. 

Thankfully, our Resource Teacher has accepted the High School Teacher role for 

the remainder of this year and has stepped into the High School four days a week.  

On the day she is not here, curriculum is laid out for the Educational Assistant. 

This is working well. 

Adding to our difficulties is the fact that teachers have also resigned from our over-

seeing organization, the First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC). 

These teachers are responsible for delivering our online courses.  Further, given 

this issue, FNESC is not able to focus on Grade 10 courses this year which is 

where N’kwala requires the most support. 

Lastly, as the High School students have experienced gaps in their learning 

(Grades 8 and 9), we are doing a big push, dedicating all our energy and re-

sources towards the students currently registered at N’kwala.  We are touring as 

many colleges and universities this year as possible.  Developing post-secondary 

goals is a priority. The students need to gain and make up credits. They also de-

serve to feel safe and grounded. 

Thank you for your understanding. We are not alone in these staffing challenges. 

Districts around the province are also struggling in unprecedented times.  

kʷu yaʕp k̓aʔkín kʷu n̓cahəhqín, ik̓líʔ kʷu ɬ kstx̌ʷməncutaʔx. 

We will get wherever we are facing, that’s where we are headed. 

Respectfully, 

Tyler Ernst. 

Principal. 
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Contact Buzz Manuel Jr 

250-315-3457 

bmanuel.jr@gmail.com 
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Contact Us 

Upper Nicola Band  

Visit us on the web at www.uppernicola.com 

General Delivery 
Douglas Lake, BC V0E 1S0 

T: (250) 350-3342 
F: (250) 350-3311 

 

https://www.facebook.com/uppernicola 

Visit our Facebook page for the latest news from the  

Community and notifications from Upper Nicola staff. 


